Period 8:  1945-1980
BAGPIPE Themes

Belief Systems:  Culture and Society

· Ideas

· Religion and Literature
· The rapid and substantial growth of evangelical Christian churches and organizations was accompanied by greater political and social activism on the part of religious conservatives. 


· Art and Literature

· Cultural Values
· Mass culture became increasingly homogeneous in the postwar years, inspiring challenges to conformity by artists, intellectuals, and rebellious youth. 
· Feminists and young people who participated in the counterculture of the 1960s rejected many of the social, economic, and political values of their parents’ generation, introduced greater informality into  U.S. culture, and advocated changes in sexual norms. 
· 

· Science

· Morality and Moral Values

America in the World:  Global Context

· Competition for Resources

· Foreign Policy and Diplomacy
· As postwar tensions dissolved the wartime alliance between Western democracies and the Soviet Union, the United States developed a foreign policy based on collective security, international aid, and economic institutions that bolstered non-Communist nations.
· Concerned by expansionist Communist ideology and Soviet repression, the United States sought to contain communism through a variety of measures, including major military engagements in Korea and Vietnam. 
· Postwar decolonization and the emergence of powerful nationalist movements in Asia, Africa, and the Middle East led both sides in the Cold War to seek allies among new nations, many of which remained nonaligned. 
· Cold War competition extended to Latin America, where the U.S. supported non-Communist regimes that had varying levels of commitment to democracy. 
· Ideological, military, and economic concerns shaped U.S. involvement in the Middle East, with several oil crises in the region eventually sparking attempts at creating a national energy policy. 

· Expansionism and imperialism

· Global Conflicts (World Wars)

· Military and Economic
· The Cold War fluctuated between periods of direct and indirect military confrontation and periods of mutual coexistence (or détente). 
· 

Geography & Environment:  Physical and Human

· Climate, Environment, and Geography

· Natural Resources
· Environmental problems and accidents led to a growing environmental movement that aimed to use legislative and public efforts to combat pollution and protect natural resources. The federal government established new environmental programs and regulations. 
· 

· Exchanges:  plants, disease, animals

Peopling:  Migration and Settlement

· Movement to, from, within the U.S.
· As higher education opportunities and new technologies rapidly expanded, increasing social mobility encouraged the migration of the middle class to the suburbs and of many Americans to the South and West.The Sun Belt region emerged as a significant political and economic force. 
· Immigrants from around the world sought access to the political, social, and economic opportunities in the United States, especially after the passage of new immigration laws in 1965. 
· 

· Nativism

· Immigrant groups impact on Society

Identity:  Gender, Class, Racial, Ethnic Identities

· Gender
· Class

· Racial and Ethnic Identities

· National and Regional Identities

· Nationalism and Patriotism

· Assimilation

Politics and Power

· Role of State in Society
· Liberalism, based on anticommunism abroad and a firm belief in the efficacy of government power to achieve social goals at home, reached a high point of political influence by the mid-1960s. 
· In the 1960s, conservatives challenged liberal laws and court decisions and perceived moral and cultural decline, seeking  to limit the role of the federal government and enact more assertive foreign policies. 

· Political Process
· Although anticommunist foreign policy faced little domestic opposition in previous years, the Vietnam War inspired sizable and passionate antiwar protests that became more numerous as the war escalated, and sometimes led to violence. 
· Americans debated the merits of a large nuclear arsenal, the military- industrial complex, and the appropriate power of the executive branch in conducting foreign and military policy. 
· Despite an overall affluence in postwar America, advocates raised concerns about the prevalence and persistence of poverty  as a national problem. 
· Some groups on the left also rejected liberal policies, arguing that political leaders did too little to transform the racial and economic status quo at home and pursued immoral policies abroad. 


· Role of Political Parties
		 
· Struggles over / for Freedom
· During and after World War II, civil rights activists and leaders, most notably Martin Luther King Jr., combatted racial discrimination utilizing a variety of strategies, including legal challenges, direct action, and nonviolent protest tactics. 
· The three branches of the federal government used measures including desegregation of the armed services, Brown v. Board of Education, and the Civil Rights  Act of 1964 to promote greater racial equality. 
· Continuing resistance slowed efforts at desegregation, sparking social and political unrest across the nation. Debates among civil  rights activists over the efficacy of nonviolence increased after 1965. 


· Federalism

· Liberty and Rights
· Americans debated policies and methods designed to expose suspected communists within the United States even as  both parties supported the broader strategy of containing communism. 
· Feminist and gay and lesbian activists mobilized behind claims for legal, economic, and social equality. 
· Latino, American Indian, and Asian American movements continued to demand social and economic equality and a redress of past injustices. 
· Liberal ideas found expression in Lyndon Johnson’s Great Society, which attempted to use federal legislation and programs to end racial discrimination, eliminate poverty, and address other social issues. A series of Supreme Court decisions expanded civil rights and individual liberties. 


· Citizenship

· Authority and Power
· Public confidence and trust in government’s ability to solve social and economic problems declined in the 1970s in the wake of economic challenges, political scandals, and foreign policy crises. 
· The 1970s saw growing clashes between conservatives and liberals over social and cultural issues, the power of the federal government, race, and movements for greater individual rights. 


Economy:  Work, Exchange, Trade, Technology


· Agriculture and Manufacturing

· Commerce and Trade
· A burgeoning private sector, federal spending, the baby boom, and technological developments helped  spur economic growth. 
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· Technology and Innovations

· Labor Systems

· Transportation

· Land Distribution
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